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. Let love and faithfulpess never leave you;
bind them around your neck,

write them on the tablet of your heart.
Proverbs 3:3
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CounCII Present: Pastor Ken, Russ Geurink, Keegan
Morren, Dave Vollink, Kris Keegstra, Dale
M. t Knoper, Ken Knoper, John Broene, Bob Knoper,
/ lnu es Lee Scholma, Rodg Brower, Mike Wohlford, Kurt
_ ) Schurman, Ed Goen

Absent: Duke Busman
Decmber

2025

1. Devotions and opening prayer by Rodg B. — Luke 2:15-20 and “Wonder” from “Our Daily Bread”
2. Old Business:

a.
b.

Approve Council minutes from Nov. 4, 2025 MSA
Approve Transfer of Membership of Matthew Rubingh from Brookside CRC to our
church MSA

3. Pastor Ken gave a verbal monthly report
4. Reports for approval: MSA

d.

R

g.

Interim committee report

Elder report read for info.

Deacon report read for info

Worship Comm. Report read for info.
Safety Comm. Report read for info.
Church Task Force read for info.

Joel’s Oct. monthly report read for info.

5. Reports needing action

a.

Worship Comm. Proposed no evening service Dec. 28. Amended by council to include
the Sunday evening service after all Holidays with the exception of July 4 which could be
the Sunday evening before or after depending on the day it lands. MSA

Motion to set up a Social Media Task Force to promote our church through social media
and our website with a starting budget of $500 from the Evangelism budget and have
Keegan Morren as the Chair of the task force and add more members as needed. MSA
Motion to upgrade our coffee and beverage center to provide coffee, etc before and
after church service with potentially snacks weekly to promote community with visitors.
Provide cost details and plan to council before proceeding. MSA.

Motion to work on a plan to add high top tables and updated furniture to the narthex to
provide more seating options and promote community with visitors. MSA

Motion to work on ideas to improve our visitor follow-up. This could include a small
gift, phone call, email, personal note, baked goods, etc. MSA

Motion to provide time weekly during the services for announcements concerning our
weekly activities and opportunities during worship. This would include our Wednesday
night activities. Bible studies, ages for children’s worship, TLC, nursery, Sunday School
and youth groups, etc. MSA

Motions to set up mentor families/individuals for any new visitors who show interest
and new members that join our church. MSA



h. Motion to explore changes to our evening service to increase attendance and satisfy a
need in our community for a vibrance evening worship time and a place for our youth to
potentially look forward to worshiping before our youth group meets. MSA

6. Motions of changes to the Policy Manual that need Congregational approval.

a. Motion to change the policy concerning Council and Building and Ground Committee
maximum allowed expenditures to the following with congregational approval. Under €
Council meetings (5) (b)(i): The Council has a limit of $5000 changed to $10,000 for
discretionary spending without congregational approval. MSA

b. And under Buildings and Grounds (5)(a)(4): The committee is limited to expenditures of
$3000 changed to $5000 without Council approval. The custodian shall be limited to
expenditures of $250 changed to $300 without B & G committee approval. The Council
is limited to $5000 changed to $10,000 without congregational approval. MSA

c. “Motion to remove (E)(b)(ii): A Proposal to raise the amount that B & B committee can
spend in an emergency situation from $5000 to $10,000 has been approved” from
policy manual. Replace it with: The Interim Committee can spend up to $10,000in an
emergency situation without Council or congregational approval. MSA

7. Correspondence: Letter from Mark Kelsey. Referred to the Deacons.
8. Round table: None

9. Next meeting Jan. 6 at 6:30 pm

10. Closing prayer: Kurt Schurman
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Deacon’s Year End Report 2025
The deacons want to say thank you to the congregation for their giving in 2025!

General Fund Giving:

Our Church’s budget goes from July 1 to June 30th each year. Our General Fund at the end of
our fiscal year, June 30, 2025 was positive (income over expense) $16,814 due to an estate gift
toward the general fund at the end of the fiscal year. Without the estate gift we wouid have
been a negative $11,000.

In 2024, our general fund was a negative $21,500

We are half way through our budget year. Our largest giving month to the General Fund is in
December. At the end of December the General Fund was positive $6,763. In 2024, it was
positive $41,862 at the end of December. The difference is because our expenses are up
$12,311 and our collections are down $22,858 over last year.

Based on the previous years we will likely be in the negative at the end of the fiscal year in June
unless we increase our giving.

Our church has always been a church that, when asked, gives generously when there is a need.
As Deacons we are telling you there is a need to increase our general fund giving. We have
been running on a bare minimum for some years now and there are things we would like to do
as a church, but we do not have any extra money to do anything except pay our basic bills
without dipping into reserves.

Sunday Morning Loose Offerings: Starting February 8, 2026, money placed in the collection
plate during the morning service without any designation or in an offering envelope, will go to
the general fund. Currently, those funds are going to the Christian Education Assistance Fund.

Christian Education Assistance Fund: Each year our church helps families who chose a
Christian day school with 8-15% of their total tuition depending on the number of kids. That has
been totaling around 20,000 to 25,000 a year. That money is paid from donations to the
Christian Ed Fund. That Fund will have a greater need next school year.

Ministry Shares: In 2024/25, our ministry shares commitment was $22,000 to Classis and
$25,000 to the denomination. In 2025/26, our commitment was $14,470 Classis and $22,000 to
the denomination. We will be determining our 2026/27 commitment soon.

Causes: In 2024, our church gave $71,411 to local and denominational causes. In 2025,0ur
church gave $69,055.

if you have guestions, contact Kris Keegstra, Deacons Chair, Dave Vollink, Treasurer or another
deacon.



First Allendale CRC
Monthly Financial Report

December 31, 2025
Beginning Checking Balance $96,333.17
Ending Checking Balance $89,038.47
Revenue December Year-To-Date Budget Remaining
General Fund Collections $54,358.00 $178,667.00 $386,096.00 $207,429.00
Other $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Interest Income $0.00 $70.88 $500.00 $429.12
Total Revenue $54,358.00 $178,737.88  $386,596.00 $207,858.12
Expenses
Facilities $5,527.30 $35,765.15  $106,500.00 $70,734.85
Worship and Music $1,118.02 $6,122.61 $10,200.00 $4,077.39
Education $194.44 $796.70 $3,500.00 $2,703.30
Activities $807.79 $3,041.47 $6,800.00 $3,758.53
Staff $18,920.19 $107,833.42 $215,301.00 $107,467.58
Total Expenses $26,567.74  $153,559.35 $342,301.00 $188,741.65
General Fund Income/Loss $27,790.26 $25,178.53 $44,295.00 $19,116.47
Reserved Funds Activity ($25,343.24)  ($28,116.00) ($38,970.00) ($10,854.00)
Total Income/Loss from All Activity $2,447.02 -$2,937.47 $5,325.00 $8.262.47
Reserved Fund Balances
Restricted Bequests $32,384.36
Building Maintenance $22,173.82
Christian Education Tuition Assistance $11,306.62
Causes $23,732.00
Ministry Shares $0.00
Total Reserved Funds $89,596.80
General Funds Available $9,183.39
Barnabas Accounts
Ministries Fund $85,898.19
General Reserve $118,134.48
Building Maintenance $44,214.70
Total Barnabas Funds $248,247.37
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SCRIPTURE W

Day 1: Exodus 33:18-99
Day 2: Exodus 34:5-8
Day 3: Deuteronomy 32:4
Day 4: 1 Chronicles 16:32-34
Day 5: Nehemiah 9:17
Day 6: Nehemiah 9:24-25
Day 7: Nehemiah 9:34-36
Day 8: Psalm 8:3-5

Day 9: Psalm 8:6-9

Day 10: Psalm 16:1-2

Day 11: Psalm 16:4-6

DCIy 12 PSGlm 18:28-50
Day 13: Psalm 23:1-4

Day 14: Psalm 23:5-6

Doy 15: Psolm 25:6-7

Day 16: Psalm 25:8-10
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RITING PLAN

Day 17: Psalm 31:19-20
Day 18: Psalm 119:65-68
Day 19: Psalm 103:6-9
Day 20: Psalm 103:10-11
Day 21: Psalm 103:12-14
Day 22: Isaiah 40:10-11
Day 23: Lamentations 3:22-24
Day 24: Nahum 1:7-9
Day 25: Matthew 5:43-45
Day 26: John 3:16-17

Day 27: Romans 8:26-28
Day 28: 2 Timothy 3:16-17
Day 29: Hebrews 6:17-19
Day 30: James 1:16-18
Day 31: 1 John 1:5-7

This unique scripture writing plan includes 31 days of scripture, so you can
use it during any month. We recommend reading for context first, then
writing each day's verses in a notebook or our faith journal. Feel free to
make this study your own by reading each passage aloud, highlighting or
color-coding important words, or jotting down questions for further research.




THE DASH POEM
By Linda Elhs

I read of 2 man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend.
He referred to the dates on the tombstone
from the beginning to the end.

He noted first came the date of the birth and
spoke the following date with tears.
But he said what mattered most of all was
the dash between the years.

For that dash represents all the time that
they spent life on Earth.
And now only those who loved them know
what that little line is worth.

For it matters not how much we own,
the cars, the house, the cash.
What matters is how we live and love,
and how we spend our dash.

So, think about this long and hard. Are thete
things you’d like to change?

For you never know how much time is left that can still be rearranged.

If we could just slow down enough to consider
what’s true and real, and always try to understand
the way other people feel.

Be less quick to anger and show appreciation more,
and love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved before.

If we treat each other with respect and more often
wear a smile, remembering that this special dash
might only last a little while.

So, when your eulogy is being read with
your life’s actions to rehash,
would you be proud of the things they say
about how you spent your dash?

Read at Cherl Geurink’s Sister’s Funeral.
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something we do! This simple A28
activity reminds us that acts of love,
big or small, can grow and bless others.

What you need:
* Construction paper '
{(brown for the trunk,

pinks and reds w",
for hearts) (T
* Scissors I

¢ Glue or tape -
e Markers or crayons

What you do:
1. Cut a large tree trunk and branches
out of brown paper and glue it onto
a sheet of paper or poster board.
2. Use colorful paper to cut several
hearts — these will be your “leaves.”
3. On each heart, write loving actions
like “share my toys,” “pray for others,”
or “help clean up.”
4. Glue the hearts onto the branches
to create a full, love-filled tree.
5. Hang it somewhere visible as a
reminder to put love into action
every day!
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LOVE CODE BREAKER

Change some of the letters below to reveal this verse!

C'stoL Z'stoH P'stoR
JstoA Q'stoT X'stoE
K'sto O

(The other letters stay the same.)

SQPXNGAOQ/Z

Mark 12:30

. "y1busiis JnoA [je yum pue puiw noX ||e yum pue jnos noA ||e yum pue ueay nok |2 yum poo) nok pio ay3 2407, LemsUY




yelpa¢
Istallendale
crec

Nora vander wal
Allendale, MI

Have you ever been home on Sundays with nothing to do and you're staring at the wall and no
one's home to play or hang out. 1st Allendale crc in Allendale is a great place to cure your boredom.
There are great worship sessions at 5734 Country View Dr. In my opinion you should go to 1st
Allendale crc, because they have great worship services clubs and classes for kids.

The first and most important reason why you should go to 1st Allendale crc is that they have
amazing worship services. It goes for an hour for Jesus lessons and a lot of songs. They provide pens
and paper for kids to draw on and bibles and music to follow along with the pastor.They have worship
papers for kids to fill out when the pastor is reading the bible. The kids can fill out the questions and
draw on the back. Apparently they have papers for anyone who wants to know what we will do, and they
have word puzzles to find the missing thing and jumbled up words you need to solve those you will find
before heading in the worship center. And that is why you should go to 1st Allendale crc for worship
services. .

Second, they have classes for kids. babies up to 1 year olds have a class with 3-4 adults taking
care and playing with the kids. There also is a class for kids 2-4 while the parents are in the worship
center. They provide snacks, toys and dance parties. they have a mini lesson to learn about god. The
next class is children's worship. It is for kids in the 5-1st grade. They have it in the middle of the church
lesson they will leave to go downstairs for a lesson about god, shacks and a little play time. The rest of
the classes are after the sermon there's a class for 2nd grade -3rd grade 4th-5th 6th-8th and boys high
school class and girls high school class all the classes provide snacks and a review of what they
learned. That is my second reason that you should go to 1st Allendale crc.

Lastly they have clubs for kids. up to 8th grade one is called gems. It is for girls only; they provide
snhacks, worship lessons, individual class sessions (sorted by grade) and songs. There is another one
for boys called cadets that provide worship lesson snacks and life lessons. They also build a lot of cool
things. In the summer there is a club called bible bee for all ages and for parents they have worship
lessons, games and songs.And one more club called jr jam it's for 6th grade to 8th grade they provide
snacks, worship lessons and fun games. And jam is for high schoolers on Sunday night. They also
provide the same things as jr jam thy are the same night but they are just in different rooms. And that is
my last reason why you should go to 1st Allendale crc for clubs.

As you can see you should go to 1st Allendale crc, because they have great worship services
clubs and classes for kids. If you are still debating on going to 1st Allendale crc you should try going to a
worship service on a sunday and if you like it then you should try some clubs! | hope you like 1st
Allendale crc just as much as | do!



DID YOU KNOW....

THAT Ed and Dar Diemer traveled out to
Arizona,  along
with Michelle and
Melissa with their
hotses to ride and |
enjoy the beautiful
sights. The twins
weren’t  looking
forward to coming
back to our [ =
Michigan St T A B
weather!! Brrr! What a fun thmg to do"

THAT Nora Vander Wal, daughter of Jon and
Brittany, was challenged by her teacher to
write a paper on a business that she would
recommend to a new family that just moved

. into the area. She chose to write
~ the opinion essay on out
church! Wow! Great job, Noral
We can all learn from this young
lady about promoting our church in the
community. The essay is included in this issue
of First in Focus.

THAT Bob and Judy Knoper were blessed
with another grandchild, Bridger Sidney
Miedema on Januaty 10. He was born to
- ] Jordan and
Casey Miedema
and welcomed
home by big
sister Decklyn.
In addition to
this  blessing,
Bob and Judy
are also looking
forward to
another
: A | grandson the
first part of june‘ Congrats to Clay and Robyn
Zwart in anticipation of this wonderful
blessing as well!

THAT when you replace “why is this
happening to me” with “what is God
trying to show me”, everything changes.

THAT Phil and Eileen Moelker were
blessed with their 4* Great Grandchild,
Everly

Michelle
Holwerda,
born to
Jason and
Marissa
Holwerda
on January
14. She
decided to
arrive and
surprise
everyone 2
V2 weeks eatly, but is very healthy. She
was smothered in kisses by her big
brother, Easton. We are so thankful to
God for His constant love, care and
blessings!

THAT a happy family doesn’t just
happen overnight. It begins with a good
man — one who chooses love over anget,
understanding  over  pride, and
faithfulness over temptation. When a
man leads with love, his wife feels secure,
his children feel protected, and his home
becomes a peaceful place where everyone
wants to come back to.

your kids will not learn to

know God by accidentsit’s
your job to teach them on
purpose.




January 24th - March for Life beginning at
11:00am with a walk around Centennial
Park and ending with Devotions & Prayer

at Central Avenue CRC Church.

March 12th - Hope Package Night 7:30pm

March/April - HS Student Essay Contest

May 16th - Annual Walk/Run will be held
at City on a Hill in Zeeland 9am-Noon.

Conference Book Ads 2026

If you, or you know of a prolife business,
who would like to advertise in our annual
conference book, or new, starting Sept. 2026
you can advertise on rtl.org as a digital ad and
_you can opt to advertise both ways.
Contact Betty or Ann at 616.396.1037

Types of Ads:
+ Patron: $15-5100
+ Display & Digital: $100-$1,000

DEADLINE:
1st - April 10

To visit our website directly: Use your
cellphone camera, center on the QR code
below (should see a yellow square) and
press OPEN on your camera screen.

Find out information on our events and
other prolife information, download fly-
ers or registration forms and you can
make donations directly to us by using
PayPal.




Healthy Moms
and Babies

Pregnancy Centers

promote maternal . J
and child health, /
women's health

and overall ]
well-being. A 7

Mental Health
Benefits

A :.‘

Pregnancy Centers avert

I—‘

of abortion for women,
which include elevated
rates of depression,
substance abuse, and
even suicide.

\ _ j mental health impacts

=

Reduced Repeat §
Abortion

Pregnancy Centers reduce
rates of repeat abortion,

which account foran
estimated 45% of abortions

in the United States, according
to research published by

the Guttmacher Institute.

Empowers
Families

Pregnancy Centers

offer education and
resources to help

5 empower women
to make positive

choices for life.

Reduced Preterm
Births

Pregnancy Centers reduce

'

o

the incident of preterm birth. | : |
Arisk has been identified A
between previous induced il

abortion and subsequent
preterm birth in numerous
published studies internationally
for overthree decades.
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Six Important Reasons

to Oppose Legalizing Physician-Assisted Suicide

Insurance companies will deny life-saving treatment

Stephanie Packer was told her insurance company wouldn’t cover her life-saving treatment, but
was instead offered assisted suicide drugs for a $1.20 co-pay.! Canadian officials estimated that
euthanasia and assisted suicide reduce annual spending between $34 million and $138 million,
versus the cost of lethal drugs being between $1.5 million and $14.8 million 2

No screening for depression

Ruthie Poole experienced severe depression and could relate to the desire of a “painless and easy
way out.” In Oregon, only a dismal 3.3% of patients who have died by assisted suicide were referred
for psychiatric evaluation.?

Life expectancy after terminal diagnosis unreliable

Jeanette Hall from Oregon was diagnosed with terminal cancer in 2000 and asked for assisted
suicide. Her physician convinced her treatment could be beneficial, and she is alive today. A study of
terminal prognosis accuracy found only 20% accurately predicted when death would occur.* 1 in 8
hospice patients outlive the 6-month terminal prognosis window.®

Suicide contagion is real, targeting seniors and veterans

A Veterans Affairs Canada staffer brought up the topic of assisted suicide when one veteran sought
assistance to treat his PTSD and traumatic brain injury.® After Oregon legalized assisted suicide,
suicides in the state increased twice as fast as national rates.” In Oregon and in Switzerland, suicide
comparative-studies have been conducted due to assisted-suicide being legal. Studies showed older
adult women avoid suicide except when physician-approved.?

People with disabilities fear coercion and abuse

Stephanie Woodward fears assisted suicide for people with disabilities like herself: “Any doctor could
prescribe a lethal dose and any person could administer that dose to kill a person, with medical
confidentially preventing any oversight. No independent witness is required during the death of an
individual, so there’s no way to ensure that the individual administered the lethal dose himseif or
herself. In a world where abuse of people with abilities and seniors is rampant, this alone is cause
for concern.”?

Proponents of assisted suicide quickly move to eliminate safeguards

Proponents tout “safeguards” and “guidelines” in assisted suicide legislation, but quickly move to
eliminate them after legalization of PAS. These include reducing or eliminating: waiting periods,
residency requirements, self-administration of lethal drugs (aliowing euthanasia), and the requirement
that the person has a terminal iliness.

Right to Life of Holland Area
607 Heritage Court
Holland, Ml 49423



“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously.

Each of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things
at afl times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work,”

II Cor. 9:6-8

Offerings for FEBRUARY 2026:
Feb 1 Family Life Center
Feb 8 Missions
Feb 15 Christian Education
Feb 22 Love INC

Family Life Center of West Michigan:
A local ministry that assists young girls with unexpected pregnancies providing love, housing,
Pregnancy support, food, and baby items.

Missionary Support:
Direct financial support for our missionaries both in Home Missions and World Missions.

Christian Education Tuition Assistance:
This offering goes to offset tuition costs for families of First CRC of Allendale choosing Christian
Education for their children. Assistance is available for K-12t grades.

Love In The Name of Christ:
A local organization where staff and volunteers are there to provide real assistance as witnesses of
Christ by being a connecting link between churches and people with unmet physical, emotional and
spiritual needs.
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February 1 -

AM

PM

February 8 -

AM

PM

+ Sermon Text

”

¢ Sermon Title: “23. Protected Power
0 Text: Acts 22:31 -23:35

¢ Sermon Title: “7. Losers Win”

Text: John 12:20-36

¢ Sermon Title: “24. Clean & Clear Power”

0 Text: Acts 24
¢ Sermon Title: “8. Sent & Received”
0 Text: John 13:1-38

February 15 - Communion Prep

AM

PM

¢ Sermon Title: “25. Power on Trial”
0 Text: Acts 25-26

¢ Sermon Title: “9. Even Greater”

¢ Text: John 14:1-21

February 22 - Communion; First Sunday of Lent

AM

PM

0 Sermon Title: “26. Shipwrecked Power”

0 Text: Acts 27
¢ Sermon Title: “10. Transformed Tears”
0 Text: John 16
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SCHEDULES FOR FEBRUARY 2026

TLC:

Feb 1 - Melissa Bosma, Julie DeVries, Kylee Morren

Feb 8 — Marlene Dyke, Eric Kraker, Lachlan Bosma

Feb 15 — Marlene Dyke, Nellie Scholma, Brooke Kraker
Feb 22 — Melissa Bosma, Kyleah Brower, Judah Kruithoff

CHILDREN’S WORHIP

Feb 1 - Jennie Keegstra, Jenny Engelhard, Kirsten Keegstra
Feb 8 - Jennie Keegstra, Brent Schrotenboer, Reka Mesbergen
Feb 15 — Mallory Kuzee, Conni Vollink, Clara Kruithoff

Feb 22 - Mallory Kuzee, Vicki Kraker, Jack Kuzee

NURSERY:

Feb 1 - Alison Vroegop, Danni Kraker

Feb 8 — Conni Vollink, Nancy Pleune, Ardy Berens
Feb 15 — Shelley Bosch, Gwyn Ellens

Feb 22 - Jan Mohr, Kathy Knoper, Clara Kruithoff

LIBRARY:

Feb 1 - Elaine Christrup
Feb 8 — Julie DeVries

Feb 15 — Nellie Scholma
Feb 22 — Lois Van Wienen

VALET PARKING/GREETERS:
Feb 1 - Kirt & Sherri Schrotenboer
Feb 8 - Jerry & Sharon Berghorst
Feb 15 — Jon & Jean Christensen
Feb 22 - Bob & Judy Knoper

OPEN/CLOSE

Feb 1 - Bern Scholma
Feb 8 — Bob Knoper
Feb 15 — Lee Scholma
Feb 22 - Judy Knoper

Audio/Visual

Feb 1~ Brent Schrotenboer, Jon Vander Wal
Feb 8 — Peter Keegstra, Trevor Keegstra
Feb 15 - Bob Knoper, Keegan Morren

Feb 22 - Kevin Dyke, Judy Knoper




FEBRUARY AT
‘U %\L i A

AE,E_PMONTH'S ‘_b‘ e 5’“‘.\ -
blrtthYS ___:' = "a-:-\ . L }7"? ,;il'(”m"f!/

¢
X2

.fj'
s

o

=S N
) )
Oe
U B W W N =
O s ‘ob C’o
= ——H

¢)

.
-~
-

X

.(
>

®

Trevor Keegstra
Trevor & Mallory Kuzee

’{'A\,
\-/

)
)

¢
\/
“0

Taylor Brown
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Nancee Kraker
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Life is like a camera: Focus
on what's important, capture
the good times, & develop

from the negatives.
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