_—

S
FIRST IN FOCUS %

Published by First CRC of Allendale
5734 Country View, Allendale, Ml 49401
* Phone 616-895-4969 =
E-mail: info@firstallendalecrc.org
www firstallendalecrc.org

CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
7d " ALLENDALE JULY/AUGUST 2026 )‘
—i—-:e - S—— = »}-;

i #

.
s b "/. i
. LR




Present: Pastor Ken, Russ Geurink, Keegan
Morren, Dave Vollink, Kris Keegstra, Dale
Knoper, Ken Knoper, John Broene, Bob Knoper,
Lee Scholma, Rodg Brower, Mike Wohlford, Kurt
Schurman, Duke Busman

Absent: Ed Goen

1. Approve Council minutes of April 14, 2026 MSA
2. Pastor Ken’s monthly report NA
3. Joel’s monthly report read for info
4. Reports for approval: Motion to approve all committee reports MSA
a. Interim report read for info. Next meeting May 19
b. Elder report read for info. Next meeting June 2
¢. Deaconreport read for info. Next meeting June 2
d. Ed Meeting. Need more teachers and committee members.
e. Worship Committee. Motion to move the PM service to 5 PM after Labor
Day. MSA
f.  Family Night Committee. Working on a budget.
5. Deacons working on a proposal to purchase some tall tables and chairs for the
narthex to promote social time before and after the service. Thinking of having
coffee before and after the morning service. Purposing a cost of up to $2,500.
6. Judy is asking to take Thursdays off and work extra hours to make up for it. There
were no objections.
7- Discussion on how to secure the Sanctuary after service. Close the doors and turn
off lights for now.
8. Back to school fair referred to the Task Force Committee.
9. Correspondence: None
10.Round table:
a. Decided to keep the van. Insurance is approx. $800 per year.
b. Keep Rich and Mary Beuker in prayer.

11. Dave Vollink closed with prayer.

12. Next Meeting June 2



DAVID & BLANCA GIFFORD
Cerro el Vigilante 149
Col. Romero de Terreros, Del.
Coyoacan
C.P. 04310, Mexico D.F., Mexico
E-mail: giff@giffmex.org

MISS BRENDA VANDER SCHUUR
PO Box 438
Conakry
Guinea, West Africa
E-mail: bvanderschuur@cs.com

BEN & STACY POST
130 W. 23" Street
Holland, MI 49423
E-mail: sstarkcem@gmail.com

RICARDO & YULEIDA TRANQUINI
5587 113rd Ave.
Fennville, Ml 49408
E-mail: ricardoyuleuis@yahoo.com

Writing List for Missionaries

JULY & AUGUST

Ron & Marcia Brink
Bob & Glenda Brower
Duke & Dora Busman

Elsie Broene
Jeremy & Kyleah Brower
Jon & Jean Christensen

Harley & Betty Broene
Rodg & Laurie Brower
Eric & Elaine Christrup

John & Mary Broene
Steve & Tina Brown
Tom & Linda DeBoer
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Pat Gemmen, 85 years young on July 3

Dean Bennett, 96 years young on July 5

Rog Ezinga, 87 years young on July 23

Marcia Keegstra, 80 years young on Aug. 5
Carol Koetje, 87 years young on Aug 14

Ron Nykamp, 80 years young on Aug. 16

Jay Knoper, 83 years young on Aug. 19

Betty Luke, 82 years young on Aug. 22
Joanne Van Dyken, 81 years young on Aug. 27
Pam Kloosterman, 80 years young on Aug. 30

Phil & Nancy Pleune, 66 years on July 9

Tom & Linda DeBoer, 51 years on July 11
Phil & Eileen Moelker, 57 years on July 29
Jack & Peggy Vredevoogd, 54 years on Aug. 4
Ron & Marcia Brink, 56 years on Aug. 28

Cal & Ellie Scholma, 58 years on Aug. 30
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STILL WORTH MORE THAN YOU KNOW
A speaker opened his seminar by holding up a
$20 bill and asking a crowd of 200 people,
“Who would like this?”

Nearly every hand went up.

“I'll give it to one of you,” he said. “But first...”
He crumpled the bill rightly in his fist. “Who
still wants it?”

Hands remained in the air.

He dropped it to the floor and ground it under
his shoe. Then he picked up the wrinkled,
dirty bill. “How about now?”

The hands rose again.

“My friends,” he said, “you’ve just learned an

important lesson. No
matter what I did to the
money, it never lost its
value. It was still worth $20. Life can feel the
same way. We are dropped, crumpled and
ground down by our choices and by
circumstances beyond our control. At times,
we may even feel worthless. But our value
does not change.

In God’s eyes, you are never less than
priceless. Clean or dirty, wrinkled or whole,
you remain precious to Him. As Isaiah 43:4

says in the NIV, “You are precious and

honored in my sight, because I love you.”
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“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously.
Each of you should give what you have decided
in your fieart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things
at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work,”
II Cor. 9:6-8

Offerings for JULY/AUGUST 2026

July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26
August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30

Family Life Center of West Michigan:

Family Life Center
Remembrance Ranch
Christian Education
Love INC

Missions

Family Life Center
Christian Education
Love INC

DRS

A local ministry that assists young girls with unexpected pregnancies providing love, housing,

Pregnancy support, food, and baby items.

Remembrance Ranch:

We are a faith-based, non-denominational, therapeutic program for teenagers struggling at home

and/or at school.

Christian Education Tuition Assistance:

This offering goes to offset tuition costs for families of First CRC of Allendale choosing Christian
Education for their children. Assistance is available for K-12'" grades.

Love In The Name of Christ:

A local organization where staff and volunteers are there to provide real assistance as witnesses of
Christ by being a connecting link between churches and people with unmet physical, emotional and

spiritual needs.

Missionary Support:

Direct financial support for our missionaries both in Home Missions and World Missions.

World Renew — Disaster Relief Fund:

CRWRC ministry to show God’s love and bring hope to disaster impacted communities in North
America by restoring the homes and lives of those that are most vulnerable.
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SCRIPTURE WRITING PLAN

Day 1: 1 Chronicles 29:11-12 Day 17: Galatians 5:19-21
Day 2: Psalm 119:18-20 Day 18: Galatians 5:22-23
Day 3: lsaiah 45:22-23 Day 19: Ephesians 2:1-3
Day 4: Daniel 2:44 Day 20: Ephesians 2:4-7
Day 5: Matthew 5:2-6 Day 21: Ephesians 2:8-10
Day 6: Matthew 5:7-10 Day 22: Ephesians 2:12-13
Day 7: Matthew 5:11-12 Day 23: Ephesians 2:14-16
Day 8: Matthew 5:19-20 Day 24: Ephesians 2:17-19
Day 9: Matthew 6:19-21 Day 25: Philippians 3:18-21
Day 10: Matthew 7:21-23 Day 26: Titus 3:1-2

Day 11: Matthew 8:11-12 Day 27: Hebrews 11:13-14
Day 12: Matthew 18:1-3 Day 28: Hebrews 11:15-16
Day 13: Matthew 19:13-15 Day 29: 1 Peter 2:10-11
Day 14: Matthew 23:12-13 Day 30: 1 John 1:6-7

Day 15: John 3:3-6 Day 31: Revelation 12:9-11

Day 16: Romans 12:1-2

This unique scripture writing plan includes 31 days of scripture, so you can
use it during any month. We recommend reading for context first, then
writing each day's verses in a notebook or our faith journal. Feel free to
make this study your own by reading each passage aloud, highlighting or
color-coding important words, or jotting down questions for further research.



SCRIPTURE WRITING PLAN

Day 1: Numbers 23:19
Day 2: Deuteronomy 31:6
Day 3: 1 Chronicles 28:20
Day 4: Psalm 25:12-15
Day 5: Psalm 103:15-19
Day 6: Psalm 111:1-4

Day 7: Psalm 111:5-8

Day 8: Psalm 111:9-10
Day 9: Isaiah 41:8-10
Day 10: John 1:1-5

Day 11: John 14:1-3

Day 12: Acts 2:38-39

Day 13: Acts 17:29-3]
Day 14: Romans 6:3-5
Day 15: Romans 6:6-8
Day 16: Romans 8:1-4

Day 17: Romans 8:38-39
Day 18: 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
Day 19: Ephesians 1:13-14
Day 20: 1 Thess. 5:23-24
Day 21: Hebrews 4:14-16
Day 22: Hebrews 6:9-12
Day 23: Hebrews 6:17-18
Day 24: Hebrews 6:19-20
Day 25: Hebrews 10:19-22
Day 26: Hebrews 11:1-3
Day 27: 1 John 1:5-7

Day 28: 1 John 2:1-3

Day 29: 1 John 4:13-15
Day 30: 1 John 4:16-18
Day 31: 1 John 5:13-15

This unique scripture writing plan includes 31 days of scripture, so you can
use it during any month. We recommend reading for context first, then
writing each day's verses in a notebook or our faith journal. Feel free to
make this study your own by reading each passage aloud, highlighting or
color-coding important words, or jotting down questions for further research.
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Transform slice-and-bake Psalm 146, 147, 148, 149 and 150 are happy songs of praise.

cookies into cheerful iollipop They all begin and end with the same sentence.
treats and share
a few edible smiles. Put the words below in alphabetical order in the boxes. Then read down

the second column to discover the special sentence from Psalms!

What you need:
e 1 roll refrigerated sugar

-

cookie dough

* Knife

* Baking sheet FEAST

* Wooden craft sticks

* Frosting KHAK'

® Sprinkles

e Clear treat bags MOUTH

® Ribbon ESSAY
What you do:

1. Freeze the cookie dough for 15 to 20 LLAMA
minutes to firm it up, then sfice into Ya-inch ORBIT
rounds.

2. Place cookies on a baking sheet about CARRY
2 inches apart.

3. Bake at 350 degrees for 5 minutes. UDDER

4. Remove from the oven and gently press a
wooden stick halfway into the bottom of y BRUSH
each cookie.

5. Return to the oven and bake 3 to 5 more |TEMS
minutes, until lightly golden.

6. Let cookies cool completely. APPLE

7. Decorate with frosting to create smiling

: 1
faces and add sprinkles. LEARN
8. Slip each cookie pop into a treat bag and
tie with ribbon. CIDER
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FAITH

CHANGES

EVERYTHING

Summer is full of little moments
that remind us that God is
guiding each step. Like a
puzzle, he brings every
piece together in his time.

o
xﬁm

What you need:

* A postcard or
printed picture

® Scissors

® Pencil (optional, for guiding
your cuts)

® Envelope or small bag
(for storing pieces) =

What you do:

1. Flip your postcard over and lightly
draw puzzle shapes or cut freely.

2. Cut the postcard into a mix of big
and small pieces.

3. Mix up the pieces and try to put the
picture back together.

4. Store the pieces in an envelope so
you can use it again later.

@»@@-@@@@@@@@@@@@@&
Footsteps with God

Have you ever walked along the shore and noticed footprints in the sand?
The poem Footprints in the Sand reminds us that God is always with us.

Unscramble each word and write it inside the footprints to see what Psalm
119:133 (NIV) says about our steps. (Hint: the bold letters show the first

letter of each word.)
ym :ég
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Psalm 119:133 (NIV)
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~ SCHEDULES FOR JULY 2026

Summer TLC:

July 5 - Danni Kraker, Marcia Keegstra, Elaine Christrup
July 12 - Jennie Keegstra, Kevin Dyke, Judah Kruithoff

July 19 - Kay Schout, Rebeka Mesbergen, Reka Mesbergen
July 26 — Annabelle Kruithoff, Jan Mohr, Kirsten Keegstra

NURSERY:

July 5 - Gwyn Ellens, Conni Vollink

July 12 — Kathy Knoper, Danni Kraker
July 19 - Ardy Berens, Jan Mohr

July 26 - Shelley Bosch, Kyleah Brower

LIBRARY:

July 5 - Julie DeVries

July 12 - Nellie Scholma
July 19 - Lois Van Wienen
July 26 - Elaine Christrup

VALET PARKING/GREETERS:

July 5 - Duke & Dora Busman

July 12 - Jerry & Sharon Berghorst

July 19 - Jon & Jean Christensen gt =z

July 26 - Bob & Judy Knoper P(lT:éﬂgE)f
Greeters

OPEN/CLOSE

July 5 - Judy Knoper

July 12 - Bob Knoper

July 19 - Jon Vander Wal

July 26 — Bern Scholma

Audio/Visual

July 5 - Bob Knoper, Judy Knoper

July 12 - Kevin Dyke, Keegan Morren

July 19 - Brent Schrotenboer, Jon Vander Wal
July 26 - Peter Keegstra, Trevor Keegstra

Safety

July 5 - AM: Ed & Dar, Laura, Jan; No PM Service
July 12 — AM: Judy, Ryan, Kurt, Darrell; PM Judy
July 19 - AM: Ken, Ryan, Carrie, Judy PM: Judy
July 26 - AM: Herm, Brent, Makayla, Dar PM: Judy
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SCHEDULES FOR AUGUST 2026

Summer TLC:
Aug 2 - Gwyn Ellens, Dora Busman, Clara Kruithoff

Aug 9 - Jennie Keegstra, Kevin Dyke, Kirsten Keegstra

Aug 16 - Rebeka Mesbergen, Kyleah Brower, Reka Mesbergen
Aug 23 - Annabelle Kruithoff, Ellie Scholma, Judah Kruithoff
Aug 30 — Melissa Bosma, Kyleah Brower, Lachlan Bosma

NURSERY:

Aug 2 - Robyn Zwart, Judy DeVries

Aug 9 — Gwyn Ellens, Alison Vroegop, Clara Kruithoff
Aug 16 — Jennie Keegstra, Conni Vollink

Aug 23 - Jan Mohr, Kathy Knoper, Annabelle Kruithoff
Aug 30 ~ Ardy Berens, Kyleah Brower

LIBRARY:

Aug 2 - Julie DeVries
Aug 9 - Nellie Scholma
Aug 16 - Lois Van Wienen
Aug 23 - Elaine Christrup
Aug 30 - Julie DeVries

VALET PARKING/GREETERS:
Aug 2 - Lee & Jean Scholma

Aug 9 - Bern & Nellie Scholma
Aug 16 — Bob & Judy Knoper

Aug 23 — Jerry & Sharon Berghorst
Aug 30 - Jon & Jean Christensen

OPEN/CLOSE

Aug 2 — Lee Scholma
Aug 9 - Bob Knoper
Aug 16 — Jon Vander Wal
Aug 23 - Bern Scholma
Aug 30 - Judy Knoper

Audio/Visual

Aug 2 — Bob Knoper, Judy Knoper

Aug 9 - Kevin Dyke, Keegan Morren

Aug 16 — Brent Schrotenboer, Jon Vander Wal
Aug 23 - Peter Keegstra, Trevor Keegstra
Aug 30 — Bob Knoper, Judy Knoper

Safety

Aug 2 — AM: Ed & Dar, Laura, Jan  PM Judy

Aug 9 — AM: Judy, Ryan, Kurt PM?

Aug 16 — AM: Ken, Ryan, Carrie, Judy PM: Judy
Aug 23 - AM: Herm, Brent, Makayla, Dar PM: Judy
Aug 30 — AM: Ed & Dar, Laura, Jan PM: Judy
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MARCH ror LIFE

Education and Defense Fund

A QUARTER OF MY GENERATION IS MISSING.

Their lives were taken almost as soon as they began. They never breathed fresh air, let out their
first cry, or smiled at their family. Students who should have stood beside me at graduation, people
who would just be starting their careers and families, and perhaps even some of the greatest minds
of our time—all of them are missing.

Their lives ended in the very place they should have been safest: their mother's womb.

THAT'S WHY THIS NOVEMBER, I'M ASKING YOU TO STAND WITH ME
IN A SPECIAL WAY.

As we approach Giving Tuesday on December 2, the March for Life has set an ambitious goal of
raising $100,000 to protect future generations from suffering the same fate as so many did in mine.

When you give, your impact is immediate: you help protect
mothers and their children, give a voice to the unborn, and
push back against a culture that told my peers—one in four
of us—that our lives didn’t matter.

As a Gen Z woman, | know firsthand how unusual it is to be
openly pro-life. The phrase “my body, my choice” has echoed
around me for as long as | can remember. But | was blessed
to grow up with a mother who showed me what it meant to
choose life.

In high school, she faced an unplanned pregnancy. Despite
her fear and uncertainty, she chose life. And because of her ey e ,
courage, our family is filled with smiling faces who were all iy -

given the greatest gift—life itself. Katie sitting beside her mother.
(over, please)




Not every mother makes the choice to protect the life in her womb or has the support they feel they
need to do so. That's why the March for Life is just as vital today as it was in 1973. Women still
need to know their options, and those options must be protected.

In fact, the March for Life is even MORE important today than ever before, as my generation
has been decimated by our abortion-on-demand legal regime and culture that had free reign

in the United States for far too long.

The March for Life exists to unite, educate, and mobilize pro-life Americans in the public square.
Since 1973, we have marched to remember those we've lost and protect the generations to come.
Together, we are the voice for the voiceless. But we can't continue to be that voice without you.

This Giving Tuesday, you can stand with us and continue the fight for life.

Your gift today will:
~® Equip our team to advocate boldly for life in the public square.
~@ Expand our State March Program to reach even more states in 2026.

~® Change hearts and minds by offering a new vision of the pro-life movement:
one that is deeply human, life-affirming, and irresistibly hopeful.

—~@® Empower the National March for Life to continue unifying pro-lifers until the unborn
are protected and mothers have the support they need to confidently choose Life.

Your gift today is more than a donation. It's a stand for life. It’s a commitment to my generation,
which lost nearly 20 million lives at the hands of the abortion industry.

Nearly 20 million Gen Z men and women are gone. But together, we can protect generations
still to come. Will you help me protect them?

Yes, Katie, i wiil stand with you for life today and make a gift of $150.00, $200.00, or $300.00
to the March for Life, to help make the National March for Life possible and prevent future
generations from suffering the losses Gen Z endured.

Thank you for your commitment to life. With your help, we can change the culture and defend unborn

children for years to come.
For Life, ~L@
U ot Yosun MARCH ror LIFE

Education and Defense Fund

Katie Ekblad Traver,
Director of Development

PS. This Giving Tuesday, multiply your impact by 12! Start a monthly gift today
by scanning the QR code and stand with me all year long as we unite FOR LIFE.




June 1, 2026 Life ?:grfl;orf

Just 85 decibels.

That’s the level of sound it takes to damage your hearing—if you can’t get away from the noise. The
longer you are exposed, the more strain your ears sustain.

It can be hard to escape that level of noise, especially in our modermn world. Many parts of our daily lives
are louder than 85 decibels. Those earbuds so many of us wear, playing beautiful music to drown out the
noise of life? The music can be loud enough to be damaging, too.

The noise in our lives can be just like the noise in our ears: too much (even the good stuff!), and we lose
focus.

We are called to be engaged in the world around us, to be the light of life, particularly in this
seemingly mad culture. So, I need you to focus. Focus on the rest of this letter. And then focus on
what we need to accomplish this summer!

What’s our number one issue that we must address this summer? It’s an election year, again! The noisiest
issue imaginable, right? But we can’t let that deter us. Whichever side is more focused on their mission is
going to win, and the side that gets distracted by the noise—or even worse, checks out and refuses to
participate—is going to lose.

And when we lose, it’s not just a matter of gas prices going up or down... it’s a matter of life and
death!

The State of Play

There is a lot at stake in Michigan this November. We’re going to elect a new governor (finally!).
We’re going to elect a new U.S. Senator. Every seat of the Michigan Senate and House is up for grabs.
We’re also voting on two members for our Michigan Supreme Court, which is firmly in the hands of pro-

abortion forces by a 6-1 majority.

The political makeup of our state could change drastically in November. That change can be for the better
if we can remain focused!

What are the issues at stake? If the pro-life majority in the state House disappears, and we do not win
either the state Senate or the Governor’s office, it’s likely our long-standing law requiring parental
consent for minor teens seeking an abortion is gone. There are also bills to legalize assisted suicide
currently sitting in the state House. If they can pass those assisted suicide bills into law, Michigan
would quickly be on the road to Canadian-style euthanasia. The vulnerable in our state would be at an

unprecedented risk.

We have so much to lose if we let ourselves get lost in the noise or disengage entirely.

Right to Life of Michigan - P.O. Box 901 - 2340 Porter $t. SW, Grand Rapids, Ml 49509-0901 - (616) 532-2300 - info@rtl.org - rtl.org



Plaving New Ads

As part of our efforts to reach the public before November, we plan to relaunch our “Life. The Other
Choice.” media campaign. That includes both traditional broadcast media and newer streaming options.

We will also be debuting a new ad: Hope. The ad’s message is that hope is a choice we all make. A
hope that encourages us to brave the noise to continue our mission of ensuring that our representatives in
the halls of power reflect our life-affirming values.

If you want to see Hope, you can find it on our website, rtl.org/videos/.
Hope is essential in building a culture that provides the other choice for Life!

Your Next Play

I sincerely hope you have a wonderful summer break waiting for you! But that said, we need to ramp up,
not relent in our pro-life efforts. Our intensity must start today, not in September!

We ask for your prayers during this busy election seascn. Please pray for our staff, pro-life candidates
running campaigns, and for all of us in Michigan to remain focused on life, not the noise.

It is also important that you vote! In every race, including the governor’s race, the state House, the state
Senate, races for U.S. Congress, and every race in between, vote pro-life! Your vote can help elect
staunch defenders of life who will promote safeguards for women and save the unborn.

Above all else, advocate for life. With your ongoing support, we can elect leaders who support
safeguards for women, stand up for parental rights, and advocate on behalf of life against the abortion
lobby.

We can’t let ourselves be distracted—or discouraged—by the noise.
I 'am grateful for your ongoing support and THANK YOU for your focus on life today!
It cannot be done without you, and I am so thankful that you have decided to walk alongside us!

With deepest appreciation,

Amber Roseboom
President
Right to Life of Michigan
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THIS W | MONTH'S

birthdays

Pat Gemmen
Marcia Brink
Julie DeVries
Dean Bennett
Kylee Morren

Grady Kuzee
Ellie Scholma
Cal Scholma
Darrell Morren
Kay Schout
Rich Beuker
Colton Sytsma
Peter Keegstra
Marcia Wallinga
Diane Wohlford
Rog Ezinga
Bev Schroedter

Phil & Nancy Pleune
Tom & Linda DeBoer

Jeremy & Kyleah Brower
Phil & Eileen Moelker
Kirt & Sherri Schrotenboer
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Robyn Zwart

Karl Kuzee

Marcia Keegstra
Cheri Geurink
Michelle Groenink
Malena Witte
Elaine Christrup
JoJo Engelhard
Trey Ellens
Carol Koetje
Gwyn Ellens
Sarah Witte
Ron Nykamp

Jay Knoper
Maverick Broene
Eric Kraker
Betty Lutke

Joanne VanDyken

Paislee Engelhard

Pam Kloosterman
Annabelle Kruithoff
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Steve & Lisa Kuzee

Jordan & Jenny Engelhard
Jack & Peggy Vredevoogd

Jon & Jean Christensen

Tom & Michelle Groenink

Kenny & Gwyn Ellens
Mike & Maria Sytsma
Herm & Pam Kloosterman
Ron & Marcia Brink
Cal & Ellie Scholma
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No one is too young or too old to be used by God.
You are always the perfect age.



2JIUINLO0))

I€ 0s 67 wipuy 97 L7 97
4
¥4 | 74 g aqg L £g zZ wuo) yiay fyz 0c uopunuauo) /. 61
MOYS SDD) % WIDIIS | MOYS SDD P wivalg HOYS SV Y
puaqianry 1 g1 puaquaALy L] | wals puaqiaary L 9J §I 121 €I 1
IT o1 g a1q1g L 6 [ puno) L 4 9 [y
- r ‘r LTy
x> o Sy ¥
hIng
3 !
5 ...6?* _
i / i /
xS p £ 4 I
Jes M nylL Pam anj uop ung
i .

ssu13Pd\ 9oz A|nr

4=

R4




I€ 0€
aalu(q pooryg i 221UU0))
6Z sso1D) pay 1 8z Ll 9 waopuf | 67 {4 £C
Z I 74 aag apq1g {0z 61 8l LI 74
Jmm.q
s 74 100428 01 yovg / ¢ zr 17 or . 6
aag a191g 4
N u0)
8 L diysioq 4 9 s 1ouno) L p £ F4
I |
Jes TE| nyL Pam any uop ung

S3UI193|\ 920¢




